
Seminole County Medical Society 

February 15th, 2011 

Meeting minutes 
 

The meeting was opened at 7:00 PM by SCMS President, Dr. Thomas Kelley.  

 

Volunteers Rebecca Nichols & Eric Dunlap were thanked for their help to the society. 

 

Dr. Kelley introduced himself to the membership and thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve as 

President this year.   

 

2011 Executive Committee Dr. Kelley introduced the 2011 Executive Committee officers:  Jon Wiese, M.D. 

(President-Elect), Raaj Popli, M.D. (Vice President), Andria Mushahwar, M.D. (Treasurer), Babak Vakili, M.D. 

(Secretary), and Tanya Agard, M.D. (Immed. Past President).  Dr. Kelley presented a plaque to Dr. Agard in 

appreciation for her service as President in 2010.     

 

2011 Committee Chairmen were also introduced by Dr. Kelley:  Bruce Hoffen, M.D. (Membership Committee 

Chair), Raaj Popli, M.D. (Legislative Committee Chair), Thomas Cangiano, M.D. (Legal & Medical Liability 

Chair), John Robertson, M.D. (Patient Safety Committee Chair), Jorge Gomez, M.D. (Scholarship Committee 

Chair), and Sanjiv Kapil, M.D. (Program Committee Chair). 

 

Each chairman gave an update of his committee and plans for the coming year.  Dr. Kelley announced 

that the Volunteer Physicians Committee is planning a trip to Haiti this year that has been postponed until 

the summer due to the current political unrest currently in the country.  The society will turn to member, Dr. 

Ralph Gousse, for updates on this.   

 

Dr. Hoffen of the Membership Committee announced that he will be making visits to some of the larger 

practices in the area in hopes to recruit new members to the society.  He also encouraged current members 

to help in this process by sitting in the hospital doctors lounges and sharing information about the medical 

society with colleagues.   

 

Dr. Cangiano of the Legal & Medical Liability Committee announced that malpractice insurance rates have 

been consistently going down over the past 5 years.  He also informed the membership about House Bill 479 

which provides additional grounds for disciplinary action with regards to expert witnesses and requires that 

certain expert witnesses who provide certain expert testimony meet certain licensure or certification 

requirements.  The effective date of this bill is set at July 1, 2011 and is currently in the Civil Justice 

Subcommittee. 

 

Dr. Robertson re-capped the recent Patient Safety Council meeting for the membership, which met in 

regards to computerized orders.  The next meeting of the council is scheduled for May 11th at Central Florida 

Regional Hospital and the group will be discussing “multiple consultant syndrome.”  Dr. Robertson 

encouraged the members to join in this meeting.  

 

Dr. Gomez updated the membership on the status of the 2011 scholarship process.  The deadline for 

applications was February 15th.  He announced the current members of the committee and encouraged 

the members to sign-up to be on the committee.   

 

Dr. Kapil announced the upcoming programs of the medical society for 2011 including Quarterly 

Membership Meetings, Office Manager Luncheons, EMR Program, Leadership Development Program, and 

the Family Picnic.  A listing of programs & dates were shared with the membership. 

 

Dr. Kelley encouraged the members to sign-up to be on one of the society committees.  Sign-up sheets were 

provided as the attendees left the meeting.   

 

Appointment of District 24 (Seminole County) Medical Examiner: Dr. Kelley announced that the 

gubernatorial appointment term of the District Medical Examiner in District 24 will expire July 1, 2011.  The 

Medical Examiners Commission will consider recommending to the Governor the incumbent, Marie A. 

Hermann, M.D. or other qualified candidates for this appointment.  The commission is asking for the medical 

society’s concurrent or non-concurrence with the recommendation for Dr. Hermann’s reappointment.  They 

will also consider nominations of other, qualified candidates, if submitted.  Dr. Kelley opened the floor for 



comments on this topic from the membership.  No comments were raised.  Dr. Kelley took a vote of the 

membership in favor or not of Dr. Hermann’s recommendation for reappointment from the medical society.  

The membership voted in favor of her recommendation.  

 

2011 SCMS Programs & Events:  Dr. Kelley re-capped some of the programs the society has already put on 

this year.  He discussed the recent CME program for members and Office Managers Luncheon.  Dr. Kelley 

encouraged members to take advantage of these programs in the future.  He also announced the 

upcoming EMR Program which is scheduled for March 2011.  This will be an opportunity for physicians to get 

together and discuss their experiences with EHRs and also get updates on the Meaningful Use requirements.  

More information about this program will be forthcoming from the medical society.  Dr. Kelley also announce 

the Annual Family Picnic, which is scheduled for Saturday, May 14th at Barefoots in Heathrow Country Club 

from 12pm – 3pm.  Dr. Kelley shared pictures from last year’s picnic and encouraged all members to attend.     

 

The minutes of the previous quarterly meeting were approved. 

 

Vendors Acknowledged:  Dr. Kelley recognized and thanked the meeting sponsors:  Cyrus Diagnostic, FPIC, 

Sage, Hospice of the Comforter, M&I Bank, Dr. Dial, and The Health Law Firm.  Kalyani Gaddipati, M.D. won 

$100 off her 2012 member dues in the vendor card drawing.   

 

Program Partner:  Christopher Brown, J.D. and Justin Patrou, J.D. of The Health Law Firm, provided a Legal 

Update for the membership which included information on the proposed “Don’t Ask” Gun Bill which applies 

to Florida Physicians, the Orlando Ordinance which places temporary hold on Pain Management Clinics, the 

record health care fraud recovery for fiscal year 2010, the U.S. Senate Votes to Repeal 1099 Reporting 

Requirements, and the Healthcare Legislation in Limbo which focuses on the unconstitutional declaration of 

the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  

 

Keynote speaker: Kim Streit, VP of Health Care Research & Information Services at the Florida Hospital 

Association spoke to the membership on physician shortages, bundled payments, hospital employment of 

physicians, and Medicaid.  Kim highlighted the fact that there is a severe shortage of physicians on the 

horizon, especially in Florida due to our large, elder population and their increased need for care.  The lack 

of residency program growth in the state, cost of medical school, poor reimbursements, and medical liability 

all contribute to the shrinking physician population in the state.  Next, Kim noted that the Medicare bundled 

payment pilot program is set to begin January 1, 2013 and will expand if it’s working by 2016.  However, 

there are still questions regarding which conditions should bundled payments apply, which providers and 

services should be included in the payments, how can provider accountability be determined, how should 

payments be set, and what data are needed to support bundled payments?  Kim then provided some 

reasons for increased hospital employment of physicians.  Some of the drivers behind this trend are declining 

physician incomes, private practice financial/regulatory stress, changing practice preferences, project 

physician shortages, increasing acceptance by hospitals and physicians, and physician-hospital alignment-

the cost/quality imperative.  Finally, Kim discussed the Medicaid crisis, noting that there is a Medicaid 

budget shortfall of $3.9 million and the upcoming expiration of the Medicaid waiver.  Kim also pointed out 

that there will soon be an increase in Medicaid recipients in Florida, about 1.3 million newly eligible patients.      

  

 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled for May 17th, 2011 at Central Florida Regional Hospital. 

 

Total attendees:  62 

 

The motion was then made to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Carrie Pope 

SCMS Executive Director 


