
Seminole County Medical Society 

February 16th, 2010 

Meeting minutes 
 

The meeting was opened at 7:05 PM by SCMS President, Dr. Tanya Agard.  

 

Volunteers Rebecca Nichols & Eric Dunlap were thanked for their help to the society. 

 

2010 Executive Committee Dr. Agard introduced the 2010 Executive Committee officers:  Thomas Kelley, 

M.D. (President-Elect), Jon Wiese, M.D. (Vice President), Raaj Popli, M.D. (Treasurer), Andria Mushahwar, M.D. 

(Secretary), Vraj Panara, M.D. (Immed. Past President), and Mrs. Maysoun Masri (Alliance President).  Dr. 

Agard presented a plaque to Dr. Panara in appreciation for his service as President in 2009.     

 

2010 Committee Chairmen were also introduced by Dr. Agard:  Bruce Hoffen, M.D. (Membership Committee 

Chair), Raaj Popli, M.D. (Legislative Committee Chair), Junias Desamour, M.D. (Cultural Awareness 

Committee Chair), Thomas Cangiano, M.D. (Legal & Medical Liability Chair), Jorge Gomez, M.D. 

(Scholarship Committee Chair), and Sanjiv Kapil, M.D. (Program Committee Chair). 

 

Dr. Agard thanked Florida Hospital Altamonte for providing the society’s meeting space and dinner for the 

evening.   

 

The minutes of the previous quarterly meeting were approved. 

 

Vendors Acknowledged:  Dr. Agard recognized and thanked the meeting sponsors:  Cyrus Diagnostic, FPIC, 

FRI/Florida Hospital Altamonte, Sage, SunTrust Bank, Sencilo Health IT, and The Health Law Firm.  Susan 

Drukman, M.D. won $100 off her 2011 member dues in the vendor card drawing.   

 

New members: were recognized: Dr. Norman Lamberty (ObGyn), Dr. Rajesh Shah (Cardiology), and Dr. 

Marc Sharfman (Neurology). 

 

Potential member guests were also welcomed and recognized by Dr. Agard:  Ann Ashley-Gilbert, MD, John 

Webster, MD, Jeffrey Elston, MD, Mahendra Shah, MD, Raul Tamayo, MD, Marie Hansen, MD, and Gerald 

Farmer, MD. 

 

Doctor’s Day Event Announcement was made by Alliance President, Mrs. Maysoun Masri.  The event is being 

hosted by the SCMS Alliance to honor all Seminole County Medical Society member physicians on Sunday 

March 28, 2010 from 6:30pm – 8:00pm in the Lobby Lounge of the Westin Hotel, Lake Mary. 

 

Member Announcement SCMS Member and Patient Safety Chairman, Dr. Lon Dawson, spoke to the 

membership about issues with E-Prescribing.  Dr. Dawson surveyed the present members to see if they saw 

the same issues.  Dr. Davis suggested that Dr. Dawson head a grassroots effort to improve these issues by 

going to local pharmacies as a medical society and stating the physicians’ concerns.  Dr. Dawson is going 

to look into moving forward with this.   

 

Program Partner:  George Indest, III, Esquire, of The Health Law Firm, provided a Legal Update for the 

membership which included proposed limits on dispensing scheduled substances, reporting patients’ 

disorders to the state, Medicaid overpayments, Seroquel and Medicaid patients, delays in the 21% decrease 

in physician reimbursements, pain clinic regulations, efforts to adopt MS.01.01.01 by the Joint Commission, 

prosecution of HIPAA privacy rule violations, and increased scrutiny of physicians involved in pain 

management practices.   

 

Guest Speaker:  Dr. Ralph Gousse introduced both Dr. Thomas Kelley and Dr. Samuel Jean who spoke on 

their recent trips to Haiti pre and post-earthquake.  Dr. Kelley gave a presentation about the construction of 

the new hospital in Haiti and the patients he and Dr. Gousse saw while there on their trip in November 2009.  

Dr. Jean spoke about his recent trip post-earthquake and the damage they encountered.  Dr. Jean also 

shared some stories of the patients he saw that were affected by the earthquake.  Dr. Kelley informed the 

membership that the society would be traveling down to Haiti again this fall to see patients if anyone is 

interested in going along.         

 



Keynote speaker: Dr. Cecil Wilson, President-Elect of the American Medical Association (AMA), gave an 

update to the membership on health system reform.  Dr. Wilson touched on the impact of the rise in 

unemployment on health coverage from 4.9% in 2007 to 9.5% in 2009 and the estimated rise in health care 

spending from 2008 to 2018.  Dr. Wilson noted how more patients are putting off care due to cost.  Dr. Wilson 

noted that, “AMA supports health system reform alternatives consistent with principles of pluralism, freedom 

of choice, freedom of practice and universal access for patients.”  He noted how President Obama is 

proposing that we “move forward on a range of ideas about how to put patient safety first and let doctor’s 

focus on practicing medicine.”  Dr. Wilson noted how the AMA urged the Obama administration to utilize 

grants to experiment with alternatives to costly medical liability lawsuits.  He also touched on the elements 

the AMA supports of the House & Senate bills:  expanding coverage to most uninsured, enhancing 

competition through exchanges, insurance market reforms, individual mandates, administrative 

simplifications, investment in comparative effectiveness research, investments in prevention and wellness, 

and support for primary care.  In addition, Dr. Wilson also pointed out the improvements the AMA 

recommends to the Senate bill.  Dr. Wilson encouraged members to get involved with the grassroots call to 

action and join the AMA’s physicians grassroots network (PGN) by calling (800) 833-6354 and telling their 

senators to permanently repeal the SGR.    

  

 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled for May 18th, 2010 at Heathrow Country Club. 

 

Total attendees:  63 

 

The motion was then made to adjourn the meeting at 9:00pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Carrie Pope 

SCMS Executive Director 


